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is abominable, but by very careful hunting of all the natural
sections, and giving lots of time to it, the affair has at last
come out clear enough. ... It would be a long story to go
further into the old story hereabouts; that your Silurian
system must have a jolly extension at our hands over the
rocks of this land seems certain."

The extension referred to was mainly due to the labours
of Mr. Eamsay, who, since he left for Tenby, had been hard
at work among the Welsh rocks. On the 7th August of this
same year he reported progress to Murchison as follows: " I
have gradually gone over the whole of the ci-devant Cam-
brians between St. David's and Llandovery, and I can
clearly show, particularly since I came here [Pumsant],
that all your rocks, under a somewhat different form, spread
over the surface of the land at least as far as Cardigan. . . .
I should much like to show you some of the evidences of
this Cambrian revolution."

These were important labours in the progress of British
geology; but their special interest in the present narrative
lies in their relation to Murchison and his views. It will
be seen that they confirmed his belief in the extension of
the Silurian forms of life among the older rocks, and they
no doubt contributed not a little to foster that spirit of con-
fident assertion which marked his next oration to the Geo-
logical Society. He counted as personal friends the men
by whom these researches had been conducted, but until
this summer, when he took Count Von Keyserling with him,
he had not become acquainted with the way in which their
actual work in the Geological Survey was carried on.
Phillips was then busy " running a section " across the Mal-
verns. So Murchison and his Russian companion wentleavage no doubt Eussian work, that they pro-
